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Introduction 


This  is  the  tenth  annual  report  of  the  Welsh  Records  Panel  (WRP)  covering  the  occurrence  of  rare 
and  scarce  species  in  Wales  in  2006.  The  report  includes  many  digital  photos  and  WRP  welcomes 
the  submission  of  any  photographic  evidence  but  this  should  be  accompanied  by  supporting 
evidence. 

This  report  follows  the  taxonomy  and  systematic  sequence  of  the  new  BOU  British  List  (2003)  and 
includes  all  those  records  assessed  by  WRP  along  with  those  accepted  by  BBRC  (shown  in  italics). 
In  total  WRP  processed  over  100  records,  most  of  which  were  for  2006.  Descriptions  of  scarce 
species  were  received  from  the  County  Recorders  of  all  Welsh  Counties  and  occasionally  directly 
from  the  observers.  Occasionally  the  Panel  also  receives  descriptions  of  other  species  to  assess  from 
County  Recorders  and  Editors.  These  are  not  detailed  in  this  report. 

Scarce  species  (assessed  by  WRP)  are  defined  as  those  occurring  on  average  5  times  or  fewer 
annually  in  Wales.  As  of  Jan.  1st  2006  the  full  list  of  species  which  the  Panel  considers  is  as  follow  s: 

Bean  Goose,  American  Wigeon,  Green-winged  Teal,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Surf 
Scoter,  Cory’s  Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Wilson’s  Petrel,  Great  White  Egret,  Night  Heron, 
Purple  Heron,  White  Stork,  Black  Kite,  Montagu’s  Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard,  White-tailed 
Eagle,  Golden  Eagle,  Red-footed  Falcon,  Corncrake,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone-Curlew, 
American  Golden  Plover,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck’s  Stint,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper,  White-rumped  Sandpiper,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  White-winged  Black  Tern.  Alpine 
Swift,  Short-toed  Lark,  Wood  Lark,  Shore  Lark,  Bee-eater,  Red-rumped  Swallow,  Red-throated 
Pipit,  Richard’s  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Nightingale,  Bluethroat,  Aquatic  Warbler,  Marsh  Warbler. 
Icterine  Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler,  Subalpine  Warbler,  Barred  Warbler,  Greenish  Warbler, 
Dusky  Warbler,  Radde’s  Warbler,  Pallas’s  Warbler,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher,  Rose-coloured 
Starling,  Red-backed  Shrike,  Woodchat  Shrike,  Bearded  Tit,  Serin,  Common  Redpoll,  Arctic 
Redpoll,  Common  Rosefinch,  Com  Bunting,  Cirl  Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting,  Rustic  Bunting  and 
Little  Bunting. 


Due  to  the  number  and  frequency  of  occurrence  of  Great  Shearwater  in  Pembrokeshire,  WRP  does 
not  request  descriptions  of  this  species  from  that  county  if  the  record  has  been  accepted  by  the 
Pembrokeshire  Records  Committee. 

Golden  Oriole  was  added  to  the  WRP  list  as  of  1st  Jan.  2007. 

Scarce  races  are  considered  on  the  same  basis  (ie.  all  those  occurring  on  average  5  times  or  fewer 
annually).  However,  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  status,  and  in  some  case  the  identification,  of  some 
races  is  very  uncertain.  WRP  welcomes  well  documented  submissions  of  races  that  observers 
consider  to  be  scarce  in  Wales.  Through  this  process  we  hope  to  establish  the  occurrence  of  these 
forms  but  submissions  will  probably  in  most  cases  require  detailed  descriptions,  photographic 
evidence  and  in  some  cases  biometrics  or  a  specimen. 
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BBRC  have  requested  submission  of  rare  races  (see  Kehoe,  C.  2006  Racial  identification  and 
assessment  in  Britain,  British  Birds  99:  619-645  for  extra  guidance)  and  WRP  will  forward  any 
claims  that  are  considered  sufficiently  rare  for  BBRC  to  assess.  Examples  of  races  for  which  WRP 
would  like  to  receive  reports  are  Black  Brant  Goose  nigricans ,  Iceland  Gull  -  kumlieni,  “Caspian 
Gull”  -  cachinnans ,  Common  Guillemot  -  hyperborean ,  Razorbill  -  torch ,  Little  Auk  -  polaris. 
Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  -  major ,  Grey-headed  Wagtail  -  thunbergi ,  Chiffchaff  -  tristis, 
Treecrepper  -  familaris,  Coal  Tit  -  ater ,  Jay  —  glandarius.  Jackdaw  -  monedula,  Redpolls  -  islandia 
/ rostrata,  and  Bullfinch  -pyrrhula. 

The  figures  following  each  species  /  race  refer  to  the  number  of  accepted  individuals  in  Wales  up  to 
1991,  since  1991  but  not  including  2006  and  finally  the  number  this  year.  Where  two  records 
probably  relate  to  the  same  bird  then  only  one  is  added  to  the  total,  while  if  two  records  are  only 
possibly  of  the  same  bird,  then  both  are  added  into  the  totals. 

In  some  cases  the  figures  suggest  changes  in  occurrence  in  the  last  twenty  years,  although  it  should 
be  noted  that  some  of  these  changes  may  be  due,  to  some  extent,  to  the  decline  in  the  habit  of 
observers  submitting  descriptions.  One  of  the  objectives  of  this  report  is  to  try  and  reverse  this  trend. 

The  names  that  appear  after  individual  records  are  of  those  observers  who  sent  in  descriptions  (if  the 
finder  is  known  then  his  /her  name  is  included  in  italics)  and  are  included  here  to  show  recognition 
of  the  time  taken  to  produce  a  description  and  also  the  observer’s  commitment  to  the  nationally 
recognised  system  of  rare  bird  record  assessment,  unless  the  submitted  specifically  requests  that 
their  name  is  not  shown. 

The  Panel  consists  of  five  voting  members,  in  2006  they  were:  Reg  Thorpe  (Chairman) 
Caernarfon,  Phil  Bristow  -  Glamorgan,  Chris  Jones  -  Gwent,  Simon  Hugheston-Roberts 
Caernarfon,  Steve  Stansfield  -  Bardsey  and  a  non-voting  Secretary,  Jon  Green  -  Ceredigion. 

The  longest  serving  member  of  the  Panel  retires  and  a  new  member  is  elected  annually  by  the  Welsh 
County  Recorders  and  the  Council  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society.  WRP  is  always  on  the  look 
out  for  new  members,  anyone  who  is  interested  should  contact  their  County  Recorder  or  the  WRP 
Secretary. 

Descriptions,  photos,  videos  and  any  other  relevant  evidence  of  WRP  species  should  be  submitted 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  sighting  (WRP  description  forms  are  available  from  the  Secretary  / 
County  Recorders  and  downloadable  from  the  WOS  Website),  preferably  via  the  County  Recorder 
or  alternatively  direct  to  the  WRP  Secretaiy:  Jon  Green,  Crud  yr  Awel,  Bowls  Road.  Blaenporth. 
Cardigan.  Ceredigion.  SA43  2AR.  (01239  811561). 

The  Panel  are  keen  to  receive  any  descriptions  or  photographs  of  electronic  form,  either  on  disc  or 
by  e-mail:  welshrarebirds@tiscali.co.uk 

No  acceptable  records  of  the  following  species  were  received  by  the  Panel  in  2006: 

Bean  Goose,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Wilson’s  Petrel,  Black  Kite,  Montagu’s  Harrier,  Rough-legged 
Buzzard,  White-tailed  Eagle,  Golden  Eagle,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  White-rumped  Sandpiper.  White 
winged-Black  Tern,  Bee-eater,  Red-rumped  Swallow,  Red-throated  Pipit,  Nightingale,  Bluethroat, 
Barred  Warbler,  Greenish  Warbler,  Dusky  Warbler,  Arctic  Redpoll,  Cirl  Bunting,  Rustic  Bunting 
and  Little  Bunting. 
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Systematic  List  of  Accepted  Records  in  2006 


American  Wigeon  (  6,  11,  1) 

Anas  americanci _  Chwiwell  Americana 

Breeds  North  America,  winters  south  to 

Panama. 

Pembroke:  male.  Angle  Bay  since 

October  2005  until  9th 

Mar.,  returning  1st  Oct.  - 

2007  (C.  Hurford  et  al). 

Glamorgan:  male,  Cardiff  Bay  30th 

May  -  1 2  Sept. 

(G.  Chapell  et  al). 

The  summering  male  in  Cardiff  was  the  first 
Welsh  record  of  an  individual  doing  so. 

Questions  were  asked  as  to  its  provenance,  but 
this  bird  showed  no  signs  of  being  feral  and 
was  therefore  assumed  wild. 

Green-winged  Teal  (  10,  24,  2) 

Anas  carolinensis _ Corhwyaden  Asgell  -  Werdd 

Breeds  in  North  America. 

Ceredigion:  male,  Cors  Caron,  4th  Apr.  (EA  Snell). 

male,  Ynyshir,  1 1th-  14th  Apr.  (M.  Hughes). 

Flint:  male,  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  6th  Oct.  (A.  Nevitt). 

Anglesey:  male,  Malltraeth  RSPB,  29th  Nov.  -  2007  (I.  Hawkins). 

The  Ynyshir  bird  may  have  been  around  for  longer  than  this,  and  is  considered  to  be  the  same 
individual  that  was  seen  at  that  site  in  during  the  winters  of  2002/3  and  2003/4,  last  being  seen  on 
31st  May  2004,  similarly  the  Inner  Marsh  Farm  bird  that  has  been  seen  at  that  site  for  the  last  few 
years. 

Ring-necked  Duck  (12,  21,  1) 

Ay  thy  a  col  l  avis _ Hywaden  Porch  os 

Breeds  North  America,  winters  south  to  Costa  Rica. 

Gwent:  returning  male,  NWR  Uskmouth,  30Ih  Apr.  (D.  Owen,  photo  below). 

Glamorgan:  female,  Kenfig,  1 1  Nov.  (DG  Carrington). 

This  male  has  been  in  the  Gwent  /  Glamorgan  /  Bristol  area  since  2001.  Usually  being  seen  during 
the  winter  in  Wales  and  in  England  in  the  spring. 
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Female,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Kenfig,  November  Male,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Uskmouth. 

2006.  DG  Carrington.  April  2006.  D.  Owen 

Black  Scoter  (  0,  2>  0) 

Melanitta  americana _ Mor-hwyaden  ddu 

Breeds  northern  North  America,  winters  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  south  to  North  Carolina. 

Caernarfon:  male,  off  Llanfairfechan,  3ui  Oct.  2005  until  28th  Apr.  2006,  returning  24lh  Sept. 

onwards  into  2007  (per  R1  Thorpe). 

This  bird  has  spent  the  last  eight  winters  in  the  same  area.  The  only  other  Welsh  record  was  off 
Newgale,  Pembrokeshire,  December  1991  -  February  1992. 


Surf  Scoter  (  22,  20,  0) 

Melanitta  perspicillata _ Mor-hwyaden  vr  Ewyn 

Breeds  northern  North  America,  winters  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  south  to  North  Carolina. 

Carmarthen:  a  male,  Rhagwen  Point  16th  Dec.,  then  two  present  in  Carmarthen  Bay  in  between 
Rhagwen  Point  and  Pendine  from  the  17th  Dec.  until  25th  Feb.  2007  (N.  Fairney, 

R.  Hunt,  per  J.  Lloyd). 

These  are  thought  to  be  the  same  returning  males,  last  reported  at  this  site  during  the  2004/5  winter. 

Cory’s  Shearwater  (  34,  58,  1) 

Calonectris  diomedea _ Adeiyn-Diycin  Con ' 

A  temperate  to  tropical  species,  nesting  in  colonies  and  rocky  islands  in  the  Canaries,  Madeira  and 
Azores  and  through  the  Mediterranean. 

Pembroke:  Strumble  Head,  8th  Aug.  (GH  Rees,  A.  Rogers). 

Great  Shearwater  (  81,  145,  5) 

Puffings  zrayj.s _ Aderyn  Diycin  Mawr 

Late  summer  /  autumn  passage  migrant  that  breeds  in  the  south  Atlantic. 

Pembroke:  One,  Strumble  Head  26th  Aug.  (R.  Stonier). 

2  there  28th  Aug  (RH  Davies,  R.  Stonier). 

2  clO  miles  N  of  Smalls  8th  Sept.  (DK  Balance). 
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Great  White  Egret  (5,  15,  2) 

Ardeci  alba _ Creyr  Maxvr  Guyn 

Breeds  Netherlands  in  small  numbers  and  from  Hungary  eastwards  to  Japan  and  south  Australia, 
Africa  south  of  the  Sahara  also  southern  North,  Central  and  South  America.  European  population 
winters  mostly  in  the  north  Mediterranean. 

This  species  dropped  off  the  BBRC  list  of  rare  birds,  onto  the  WRP  list  as  of  Jan.  V1  2006. 
Caernarfon:  Bardsey,  26lh  July  (D.  Wright). 

Pembroke:  Strumble  Head,  4th  Sept.  (GH  Rees). 

Night  Heron  (31,  10,  1) 

Nycticorax  nvcticorax _ Crew  y  Nos 

Dispersive  migrant,  from  warmer  temperate  to  tropical  zones,  southern  Europe  and  America. 
Pembroke:  adult,  Dreen  Hill,  Haverfordwest  at  the  end  of  March  (E.  Ellis). 

Adult,  Broad  Haven  20th  Mar.  (L. Lomax,  photos  below). 

Adult,  Herbranston,  21sl  Mar.  (G.  Jones). 

All  records  considered  probably  relate  to  the  same  bird,  photographed  each  time  on  a  small  pond  in 
the  same  area  of  Pembrokeshire,  within  the  same  week  or  so. 


Night  Heron,  Broad  Haven,  March  2006.  L.  Lomax. 


Purple  Heron  (  38,  11,  2) 

Ardea  purpurea _ Creyr  Porffor 

Dispersive  migrant,  from  warmer 
temperate  to  tropical  zones,  southern 
Europe. 

Pembroke:  Martletwy,  12th  Apr.  -  12th 
May  (M.  Sutton, 
photo.  L.  Lomax). 

Orielton,  24th  -  26th  Apr. 

(C.  Hurford),  probably  the 
same  then  at  Bosherston, 

29th  Apr.  (D.&E.  Evans). 

One  would  have  expected  that  all  three  records,  in  one  area  of  Pembrokeshire,  would  relate  to  the 
same  bird,  except  that  there  are  overlapping  dates. 


94 


White  Stork  ( - ,  13,  1) 

Ciconia  ciconia 


Ciconai  Gwyn 


Migrant  in  warmer  Boreal  to  warm  temperate  zones,  USSR,  China  and  central  Europe. 

nd 


Conwy  Estuary,  mid  April  -  22IR  (R.  Sandham,  M.  Hughes). 


Ystradgynlais,  23,d  Apr.  (J.  &  C.  Morgan). 


Pontardawe,  24lh  Apr.  (photo.  B.  Stewart). 


2006  Caernarfon: 

2006  Brecon: 

2006  Glamorgan: 

2005  Carmarthen:  Llansteffan,  26th  Mar.  (A.  Grant). 

Amazing  that  the  Conwy  bird  was  tracked  as  it  moved  south  across  Wales,  through  Brecon  to 
Glamorgan. 


White  Stork,  left  at  Conwy  by  M.  Hughes,  above  at  Pontardawe,  April  2006.  B.  Stewart. 

Rough-legged  Buzzard  ( -,  6,  0) 

Buteo  lagopus _ Bod  Bacsiog 

Scarce  winter  visitor  to  the  UK,  breeds  in  Fennoscandia. 

The  1998  Gwent  record  at  Gamlydan  Res.  on  9th  Oct.  has  been  reviewed  and  is  now  deemed  NOT 
PROVEN. 


Red-footed  Falcon  ( 17,  2, 1) 

Falco  vespertinus _ 

A  rare  visitor  which  breeds  in  warmer  central  Europe 
and  Asia,  wintering  in  sub-tropical  savannah  and 
grassland  of  Africa. 

Pembroke:  male,  Bicton,  1 7th  June  (A.  Hateley). 

An  amazing  find  by  a  holiday-maker,  sitting  on 
wires  near  Sandy  Haven,  photo,  opposite.  This 
constitutes  the  first  Welsh  record  for  14  years  -  the 
last,  two  in  1992  (one  in  Pembroke,  the  other 
Carmarthen). 


Cudvll  Troedsoch 
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Spotted  Crake  ( - ,  26+,  2) 

Porzana  porzana _ Rhegen  fraith 

Scarce  breeding  bird  in  Britain.  Passage  migrant. 

Ceredigion:  male  calling,  Cors  Caron,  3ld  -  4lh  June  (A.  Polkey). 

Anglesey:  Malltraeth  RSPB,  18th  -  24lh  Apr.  (D.  Rees  et  al,  per  S.  Culley). 

Common  Crane  (  19,  16,  1) 

Gras  grits _ Garan 

A  rare  visitor  to  Wales  from  Central  Europe  where  it  breeds,  wintering  in  southern  Europe  around 
the  Mediterranean  and  Africa. 

Ceredigion:  passed  New  Quay  Head,  22nd  Apr.  (J.  Davies). 

Black-winged  Stilt  (  11,  4,  1) 

Himantopus  himantopus _ Hirgoes 

Breeds  along  Atlantic  coast  of  France  and  locally  throughout  Mediterranean  basin  to  Black  Sea.  To 
E,  breeds  from  S  Siberia  and  C  Asia  to  NW  China.  Most  European  birds  winter  in  sub-Saharan 
Africa  and,  increasingly,  in  SW  Iberia.  Asian  breeders  winter  across  S  and  SE  Asia  and  S  China. 
Other  races  occur  in  Australasia,  the  Americas  and  Hawaii. 

Carmarthen:  Immature,  Morfa  Uchaf,  24  Sept.  (B.  Poulter  per  B.  Stewart) 

then  at  Coed  Bach,  Kidweli,  25th  -  26th  Sept.  (D.  Davidson,  B.  &  SJ  Stewart). 
Autumn  records  of  Black-winged  Stilt  in  Britain  are  always  in  the  minority  so  the  one  in 
Carmarthenshire  in  September  was  particularly  noteworthy,  being  a  county  first  and  it  is  thought  to 
be  the  same  individual  that  had  been  present  c.  150  km  to  the  WNW  in  Co.  Wexford  for  the 
preceding  three  days. 

Kentish  Plover  (  28,  11,  1) 

C/iarac/rius  alexcmdrinus _ Cwtiacj  Caint 

Formerly  bred  in  the  UK.  Now  a  scarce  migrant  from  the  Mediterranean  and  Eastern  Europe. 
Ceredigion:  Ynyslas,  22nd  -  24th  Aug.  (HW  Roderick). 

Of  the  40  accepted  Welsh  individuals,  10  have  been  seen  in  Ceredigion  (8  of  which  at  Ynyslas 
making  it  the  top  site  in  Wales  for  this  species),  8  in  Gwent,  5  in  Pembroke,  6  in  Glamorgan  (plus 
there  is  a  record  of  2  pairs  at  Sker  Point  in  1888)  and  3  in  both  Flint  and  on  Anglesey. 
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American  Golden  Plover  (  2,  3,  2) 

Pluvialis  dominica _ Corgwtiad  A  ur 

Breeds  on  coastal  tundra  from  extreme  NE  Siberia,  E  across  N  Alaska  and  Canada  to  Baffin  Island. 
Migrates  over  W  Atlantic  to  wintering  grounds  in  S  South  America. 

This  species  dropped  off  the  BBRC  list  of  rare  birds,  onto  the  WRP  list,  as  of  Jan.  Is1  2006. 
Anglesey:  Cemlyn,  21st  -  22nd  Apr.  (T.  White,  RI  Thorpe). 

Carmarthen:  juv.,  Coed  Bach,  Kidweli,  17th  -  19th  Oct.  (D.  Davidson). 

Yet  another  record  from  Cemlyn,  following  one  in  May  2005  and  April  1983.  The  Kidweli  bird  was 
the  second  for  that  county,  the  first  being  found  on  the  top  of  Garreg  Lwyd  in  May  2004. 


American  Golden  Plover,  Cemlyn. 
April  2006.  J.  Jones  (both  photos). 


Temminck’s  Stint  (26,  21,  1) 

Calidris  temminckii _ Pibvdd  Temminck 

Breeds  northern  Scandinavia 
eastwards  across  northern  Siberia. 

Winters  west  and  central  Africa  and 
south  Asia. 

Caernarfon:  Conwy  RSPB,  10th  May 
(R.  Sandham, 
per  M  Hughes). 

Photo,  opposite  M.  Hughes. 


Pectoral  Sandpiper  (65,  33, 1) 

Calidris  melanotos _ Pibvdd  Cain 

Breeds  northeast  Siberia  and  northern  North  America.  Winters  in  southern  South  America. 
Carmarthen:  juv.,  Coed  Bach,  Kidweli,  12th  -  24th,  26lh  Sept,  and  10th  -  1 1th  Oct. 

(G.  Harper,  per  D.  Davidson). 
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Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  (  31,  12,  3) 

Tiyngites  subruficollis _ Pibvdd  Bronlhwd 

Breeds  in  Alaska  and  North-west  Canada,  winters  in  northern  Argentina  and  Uruguay. 

Pembroke:  2  juv.  Skokholm,  6  Sept,  (photo.  D.  Milborrow). 

Anglesey:  juv.  Cemlyn,  30th  Sept.  -  Oct.  1st  Sept.  (J.  Dyda  et  al). 


One  of  2  on  Skokholm,  September  2006 
D.  Milborrow 


Cemlyn,  September  2006.  A.  Pryce. 


Semipalmated  Sandpiper  (2,  1,  1) 

Calidris  pusilla _ Pibvdd  Llwrd 

Breeds  on  tundra  of  W  Alaska,  E  across  Arctic  Canada  to  S  Baffin  Island  and  coastal  Labrador.  Has 
bred  in  extreme  NE  Siberia.  Migrates  across  Great  Plains  and  E  seaboard  of  USA  to  winter  in  C 
America  and  shorelines  of  tropical  South  America  to  Brazil  and  Peru. 

Gwent:  juv.  Goldcliff,  6lh  -  9th  Sept.  (MC  Powell,  P.  Bristow  et  al). 

The  last  record  came  from  neighbouring  Glamorgan,  at  Ogmore  Est.  3rd  -  4th  Sept.  2001,  the  same 
site  had  an  earlier  record  in  September  1990.  The  only  other  record  was  from  Skokholm  in  July 
1964. 

Stilt  Sandpiper  (0,0,1) 

Calidris  himantopus _ Pibvdd  Hirgoes 

Breeds  on  tundra  from  NE  Alaska  to  Hudson  Bay.  Migrates  through  interior  and  E  USA  to  winter  in 
C  South  America,  from  E  Bolivia  and  S  Brazil  to  NE  Argentina.  Occasionally  winters  N  to  Mexico, 
Caribbean  and  S  USA. 

Caernarfon:  1st  S,  Conwy  RSPB,  1 1th  -  13th  July  (M.  Duckham  et  al). 

Great  Snipe  (  7,  1,  0) 

Gallinago  media _ Giach  fawr 

(Scarce  and  local  breeder  in  Norway  and  Sweden,  which  hold  most  of  declining  European 
population.  Smaller  and  fragmented  population  breeds  from  Poland  to  Estonia.  Also  breeds  E 
through  European  Russia,  W  and  N  Siberia  to  Yenisei  River  but  population  trends  here  unknown. 
Winters  in  sub-Saharan  Africa.) 

2003  Caernarfon:  1st,  Bardsey,  10th  Oct.  (SD  Stansfield). 

This  constitutes  the  first  Welsh  record  since  1947  and  the  only  bird  that  managed  to  get  away  with 
it’s  life  -  all  the  others  being  shot  ! 
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Long-billed  Do  wife  her  (  5,  4,  1) 

Limnodromus  scoloyaceus _ Giach  Gylfin-hir 

Breeds  primarily  in  Arctic  Siberia  where  range  is  expanding  W  to  Lena  1-liver  delta.  North  American 
range  restricted  to  coastal  tundra  of  W  and  N  Alaska,  and  E  to  Mackenzie  River.  Migrates  through 
USA  to  winter  from  coastal  S  USA  to  N  Central  America. 


Anglesey:  Alaw  Estuary,  28th  Nov.  -21sl  Dec.  at  least  (KG  Croft  et  al). 

The  only  other  Anglesey  record  came  from  the  same  site  in  1978. 

Red-necked  Phalarope  (37,  12,  2) 

Phalaropus  Iobatus 

Llvdandroed  Gyddfsoch 

A  very  scarce  and  declining  breeding  bird  in 
Scotland.  Breeds  in  Scandinavia  and  winters  in 
the  Indian  and  Persian  Gulf. 

Anglesey:  female,  Cemlyn,  8th  June 
(per  K.  Croft). 

Gwent:  juv.  Goldcliff,  15th  Aug.  (JD  Wilson). 

Digiscope  photo,  opposite  JD  Wilson. 
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Laughing  Gull  (  3,  13,  0) 

Lams  atricilla 

Gwvlan  Chwerthinos 

A  transatlantic  vagrant,  breeding  in  North  America  and  the  Caribbean. 

2005  Glamorgan:  1st  W,  Sker  Point  and  Ogmore,  Nov.  4th  -  Jan.  13th  2006. 

(DG  Carrington  et  al). 

2005  Meiri./  Caern.:  adult,  Porthmadog  and  Glaslyn  from  14lh  Nov.  until  4lh  Apr.2006 

(E.  Lewis). 

2005  Carmarthen:  1st  W,  Sandy  Water  Park  now  determined  not  the  same  as  in  Swansea 

Docks,  also  seen  in  January  3rd  2006  (R.  Hunt  et  al). 

All  13  2005  records  came  in  the  aftermath  of  the  hurricane,  yet  surprisingly  after  the  initial  influx,  in 
early-mid  November,  no  new  birds  appeared,  while  in  other  parts  of  the  UK  they  did. 


Bonaparte's  Gull  (  3,  8,  1) 

Lams  Philadelphia _ 

Breeds  widely  across  N  North  America  from 
W  and  C  Alaska  through  Canada  to  James 
Bay.  Winters  locally  on  ice-free  rivers  and 
lakes  in  N  USA,  and  S  along  both  coasts  of 
USA  to  Mexico  and  Caribbean. 

Glamorgan:  adult,  Cardiff  Bay,  14th  Apr. 

(GN  Smith,  WM  Strong  et  al). 
Photo,  opposite  by  G.  Smith. 

The  last  Welsh  record  came  from  the  same 
site,  in  April  2004. 


Gwvlan  Bonaparte 


J* 

,-MLa- 


99 


Alpine  Swift  (  27,  12,  1) 

A  pus  affirms _ Gwennol  Ddu  Fach 

Breeds  discontinuously  in  NW  Africa  and  throughout  S  Europe,  N  to  C  France  and  Switzerland,  to 
Ukraine.  To  E,  breeds  locally  through  Turkey  and  Caucasus  to  Iran,  Afghanistan  and  N  Pakistan. 
Winter  range  unknown,  but  assumed  to  be  in  Afrotropics  or  W  India  where  separation  of  local 
populations  from  northern  migrants  not  possible. 

Pembroke:  Porth  y  Rhaw,  23  Apr.  (photos  R.  Davies). 


Short-toed  Lark  (  12,  10,  2) 

Calandrella  brachvdactvla _ Ehedvdd  L/wrd 


Rare  visitor.  Breeds  from  Iberia,  southern  France  and  NW  Africa  east  to  Manchuria. 
Caernarfon:  Bardsey,  1 9th  -  25lh  Sept.  (D.  Wright  et  al). 
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Woodlark  ( - ,  121,  6) 

Lullula  arborea _ Ehedvdd  v  Coed 

Now  widespread  in  Southern  and  Eastern  England. 

2006  Anglesey:  Carmel  Head,  5lh  May  (J.  Dyda, 

RI  Thorpe). 

2006  Glamorgan:  2,  Middleton,  15th  Oct.  (B.  Weston) 

Nash  Point,  1 8th  Oct.  (NP  Roberts, 
photo  opposite). 

2006  Gwent:  one  pair  bred,  lsl  clutch  failing  but  4 

fledged  from  2nd  clutch. 

2005  Caernarfon:  Waunfawr,  28lh  -  29th  Dec.  also  seen 

21st  &  28th  Jan.  2006  and  remained 
there  until  mid  March,  according  to  the 
farmer  (S  Hugheston-Roberts  et  al). 

This  constitutes  the  first  confirmed  breeding  record  in  Wales  since  1984. 

Shore  Lark  (  71,  1) 

Eremophila  alpestris _ Ehedvdd  v  Traeth 

Irregular  winter  visitor  from  the  northern  Arctic. 

Anglesey:  Breakwater  Quarry  CP.  2U1  -  23ld  Oct.  (R.  Jones). 

Technology  moved  even  further  with  video  footage  of  this  bird  available  to  all  on  you-tube 

(www.voutube.com/watch?V=00huVd898vE). 


Tawny  Pipit  (  16,  2,  2) 

An  thus  campestris _ Corhedvdd  Melvn 


A  very  rare  visitor  from  southern  and  central  Europe. 

Anglesey:  2,  Cemlyn,  25th  &  26th  Sept. 

(AG  Stamp,  C.  Jones  et  al). 

The  only  post  1991  records  came  from  Ramsey,  Pembroke  7  May  1994  and  at  Point  of  Air.  Flint 
on  9  June  2003.  Unlike  the  other  large  Pipit,  Richard's  that  has  just  dropped  off  the  WRP  list. 
Tawny  remains  a  great  rarity  in  Wales  and  for  two  to  turn  up  at  the  same  time  and  spot  is  incredible 
-  almost  as  good 


Tawny  Pipit,  Cemlyn,  September  2006.  M.  Hughes. 
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Olive-backed  Pipit  ( 1 ,  2,  1) 

An  thus  hodgsoni _ Corhedydd  Guyrddgefn 

European  range  restricted  to  N  Urals.  Widespread  across  C  and  E  Siberia  to  N  China,  Kamchatka, 
Kuril  Islands  and  Japan.  Winters  widely  across  S  China,  Taiwan  and  throughout  N  and  C  parts  of 
SE  Asia.  Population  in  Himalayas  and  mountains  of  west-central  China  winters  throughout  Indian 
subcontinent. 

2003  Caernarfon:  Bardsey,  20th  Oct.  (SD  Stansfield). 

The  first  British  record  was  from  Skokholm  April  1948.  The  only  other  Welsh  records  came  from 
Skomer  on  24th  Apr.  2001  and  22nd  -  23rd  Oct.  2002. 

Isabelline  Wheatear  (  0 ,  3,  1) 

Oenanthe  isabellina _ Tinwen  Isabella 

Small  European  population  restricted  to  E  Greece,  Bulgaria,  Ukraine  and  SW  Russia.  In  Asia, 
breeds  widely  across  arid  grasslands  from  Turkey  through  Kazakhstan,  Mongolia  and  N  China,  S  to 
Iran  and  N  Pakistan.  Winters  from  N  Sahel  zone  to  E  Africa,  and  throughout  Middle  East  from 
Arabian  peninsula  to  S  Iran,  Pakistan  and  NW  India. 

2006  Anglesey:  1st  w,  Mynachdy,  22nd  -  23!d  Sept.  (J.  Dyda,  D.  Powell, 

RI  Thorpe  et  al). 


2002  Caernarfon:  1st  w,  Bardsey,  16lh  Oct.  (D.  Barnden,  SD  Stansfield). 

The  other  Welsh  records  were  from  1997,  when  Bardsey  entertained  an  1st  W  on  20-2 1st  Sept,  and 
an  immature  female  was  on  Skokholm  on  24th  -  26th  Sept. 


Dark-throated  Thrush  (  0 ,  1,  0) 

Turdus  ruficol/is _ Biych  Gvddfdvw/l 

Western,  black-throated  form  T.  r.  atrogularis  breeds  in  Central  and  Northern  Urals,  east  across  SW 
Siberia  and  east  Kazakhstan  to  NW  China.  It  winters  in  Iraq  to  northern  India,  east  through 
Himalayan  foothills  to  Bhutan. 

2005  Glamorgan:  from  29th  Dec.  until  15th  Mar.  2006. 
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Aquatic  Warbler  (  41,  31,  2) 

Acrocepha/us  paludicola _ Telor  v  Dwr 

A  scarce  autumn  migrant  from  Central  Europe. 

Gwent:  juv.  caught,  Uskmouth,  15lh  Aug.  (A.  Lowe). 

Brecon:  juv.  caught,  Llangorse,  17lh  Aug.  (A.  Lowe). 

Two  caught  by  the  same  ringer,  but  in  different  places  ! 

There  have  been  records  from  Llangorse  in  the  past,  4  in  1975/6  and  one  in  1997,  presumably  all 
relating  to  ringing  activity  and  luck  ! 


Blyth  ’v  Reed  Warbler  (  0,  1,  0) 

Acrocepha/us  dumetorum _ Telor  Cvrs  Birth 

Breeds  in  S  Linland,  Estonia,  Latvia  and  European  Russia  to  64oN.  To  E,  found  across  C  Siberia  to 
Lake  Baikal  and  upper  Lena  River,  S  through  Kazakhstan  and  Tajikistan  to  N  Pakistan.  Winters 
throughout  Indian  subcontinent  S  to  Sri  Lanka  and  E  into  NW  Burma. 

2001  Caernarfon:  1st  w,  trapped,  Bardsey,  13lh  Oct.  (SD  Stansfield  et  al). 


Marsh  Warbler  (11,5,  1) 

Acrocephalus  palustris _ 

A  small  population  breeds  in  south  England. 
Main  breeding  grounds  are  in  Eastern  Europe. 
Caernarfon:  Bardsey,  29th  Sept. 

(SD  Stansfield,  RI  Thorpe 
et  al).  Photo  SD  Stansfield. 

The  last  Welsh  record  in  2004  also  came  from 
this  site. 


Telor  v  Gwerni 
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Booted  Warbler  (  0 ,  3,  0) 

Hippolais  cal  i  2a  t  a _ Telor  Bacsios 

Range  expanding  W,  and  breeds  in  S  Finland.  To  E,  occurs  from  C  Russia  and  W  Siberia  to  Yenisei 
valley  and  W  Mongolia.  Winters  throughout  Indian  subcontinent. 

1998  Caernarfon:  1st  w,  trapped,  Bardsey,  25th  -  26lh  Sept.  (D.  Anning,  SD  Stansfield). 

The  first  Welsh  record  was  at  Skokholm,  Pembroke,  25  -  28  Sept.  1993  and  the  only  other  record 
was  from  Skomer,  Pembroke,  14lh  -  15th  Sept.  2000.  An  individual  caught  on  Bardsey  in  August 
2004  is  still  under  review  by  BBRC  as  it  showed  features  of  both  Booted  and  the  newly  split  Syke's 
Warbler. 

t 

Icterine  Warbler  (  65,  33,  1) 

Hippolais  icterina _ Telor  Aur 

Breeds  from  northeast  France  north  to  Norway  and  Sweden  and  east  to  western  Siberia,  also 
northern  Iran.  Winters  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara. 

Glamorgan:  trapped,  Mewslade,  1 1  Sept.  (DC  Bolt,  B.  Stewart).  Photos  below  B.  Stewart. 

A  good  mainland  record,  one  of  only  three  since  1991. 


Melodious  Warbler  (  142,  43, 1) 

Hippolais  polvslotta _ Telor  Per 

Breeds  northeast  Africa,  Iberia,  France,  Switzerland  and  Italy.  Winters  in  Africa,  south  of  the 
Sahara. 

Glamorgan:  Porthcawl,  29  May  (DG  Carrington,  SJ  Moon  et  al). 

A  very  illusive  individual,  seen  only  fleetingly  and  heard,  by  a  handful  of  observers.  One  of  only  8 
spring  records  since  1991  and  the  only  one  on  the  mainland,  all  the  others  were  from  Bardsey  (6) 
and  Skokholm  ( 1 ). 
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Subalpine  Warbler  (  18,24,1) 

Sylvia  cant  ill  am _ Telor  Brongoch 


Four  races  widely  but  locally  distributed  throughout  Mediterranean  basin  from  NW  Africa  and 
Iberia  N  to  S  France,  and  E  to  Greece  and  W  Turkey.  Winters  S  of  Sahel  from  Mauritania  and 
Senegal  to  S  Egypt  and  Sudan.  This  species  dropped  off  the  BBRC  list  of  rare  birds,  onto  the  WRP 
list,  as  of  Jan.  1st  2006. 

May 


Another  spring  island  specialist  -  of  the  43  records  all  bar  16  have  been  in  May,  with  March  (2), 
April  (4),  June  (6),  August  (1),  October  (2)  and  November  (1). 


Pallas’s  Leaf  Warbler  (  9,  20,  2) 

Phylloscopus  proregulus _ 

Breeds  from  south  central  Siberia,  east  to  Sea 
of  Okhotsk,  also  Himalayas.  Winters 
Himalayan  foothills,  northern  southeast  Asia. 
Glamorgan:  Middleton,  21st  Oct. 

{E.  Hunter,  D.  Davidson , 
photo  N.  Faimey). 

Anglesey:  Soldier’s  Point,  17th-  18th  Dec. 

(K.  Croft). 


Raddes  Warbler  ( 3,  0,  2) 

Phylloscopus  schwarzi _ Telor  Radde 

Breeds  in  S  Siberia  from  Novosibirsk  region  E  to  Ussuriland  and  NE  China.  Migrates  through  E 
China  to  winter  in  N  Burma,  Indochina  and  C  Thailand. 

This  species  dropped  off  the  BBRC  list  of  rare  birds,  onto  the  WRP  list,  as  of  Jan.  1st  2006. 
Caernarfon:  Bardsey,  29th  -  30th  Oct.  trapped  and  ringed,  (D.  Wright,  SD  Stansfield). 

Second  bird.  30th  -31st  Oct.,  not  trapped  (D. Wright,  SD  Stansfield). 

The  other  Welsh  records  were:  Skokholm  22  Oct.  1968  and  on  Bardsey  29  Oct.  1987  &  18th  Oct. 
1990.  One  in  the  hand  on  this  occasion  wasn’t  much  better  than  having  two  in  a  bush  ! 

Interesting  to  note  that  all  the  Welsh  records  are  late  by  UK  standards,  with  most  British  records 
coming  in  late  September  to  mid  October. 
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Western  Bonelli ’s  Warbler  (  6,  0,  1) 

Plivl/oscopus  bonellii _ Telor  Bonelli 

Breeding  range  centred  on  SW  Europe  from  Iberia  to  N  France,  S  Germany,  Italy,  Austria,  and 
locally  in  mountains  of  N  Africa.  Winters  along  S  edge  of  Sahara,  from  Senegal  and  S  Mauritania  to 
N  Cameroon. 

Radnor:  male  singing,  Gwastedyn  Hill,  17th  -  18lh  May  (R.  Knight). 

Bonelli' s  Warbler  sp.  (  3,0 ,1)  Phylloscopus  bonellii/ orientalis 

Caernarvon:  Bardsey,  24th  -  25th  Sept.,  trapped,  photo.  (RI  Thorpe,  G.  Gibbs, 

S.  D.  Stansfield  et  a/.).  Photo,  below  by  SC  Renouf. 
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Recently  BBRC  reviewed  all  Bonelli’s  Warbler  records,  splitting  those  that  they  could  into  Eastern 
( orienta/is ),  Western  ( bonellii )  or  indeterminate: 

Western  (all  trapped):  Skokholm  31  Aug.  1948  and  on  Bardsey  18th  Aug.  -  5  Sept.  1959,  10th  Sept. 
1959,  1 st  -  2nd  Sept.  1962,  1 5th  -  20th  Sept.  1962  and  20th  Aug.  1984. 

Indeterminate:  Lavernock  Point,  Glamorgan,  30lh  Aug.  1963,  Llaniestyn,  Caernarfon  17lh  Sept.  1968 
and  Skokholm  3 1 sl  Aug.  1991. 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher  (  126,  37,  2) 

Ficedula  parva _ Gwvbedog  Brongoch 

Breeds  from  southern  Sweden  south  to  Austria  and  Bulgaria  eastwards  across  Siberia.  Winters  in 
Pakistan,  India  and  southeast  Asia. 

Caernarfon:  male,  Bardsey,  1st  June  (EJ  Bowler  et  al,  photo  below  SD  Stansfield). 

Pembroke:  1st  w,  Skomer,  14th  Oct.  (J.  Brown). 

Observers  should  give  good  scrutiny  to  this  species  as  there  is  now  the  possibility  of  Taiga 
Flycatcher,  since  the  recent  BOU  split. 


Bearded  Tit 

Panurus  biannicus _ 77  Av  Barf 02 

Resident  in  the  UK  (mainly  the  south  East).  Erruptive.  Bred  in  Wales  in  one’s  or  twos  midi  960’s  - 
1980.  Rare  since. 

Gwent:  birds  present  and  bred  again  at  NWR  Uskmouth,  max.  6  on  11  June. 


Red-backed  Shrike  ( - ,  53,  3) 

Lanins  collurio 


Cig\'dd  Cefnsoch 


Breeds  throughout  most  of  mainland  Europe. 

Pembroke:  female,  Skomer,  6lh  June  (J.  Brown). 

Glamorgan:  male,  Fairwood  Common,  9lh  June  (R.  Houlton). 

Gwent:  female,  near  Llanwenarth,  14th  June  (RL  Brown). 

South  Wales:  a  pair  bred  for  the  second  year  running,  fledging  4  young.  Site  and  observers 

withheld.  The  adults  presumably  relating  to  the  2005  pair. 
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Isabelline  Shrike  ( 1,  4 ,  1) 

Lanins  iscibellinus _ Cizxdd  Gwdw 

Four  races  breed  widely  but  discontinuously  in  C  Asia,  from  Caspian  Sea  and  W  Iran  through 
Kazakhstan  to  Tajikistan,  Afghanistan  and  N  Pakistan  to  S  Mongolia  and  NW  China,  with  isolated 
population  from  Zaidam  depression  to  N  Tibetan  plateau.  Winters  in  NE  and  E  Africa,  S  Arabian 
peninsula,  S  Iran  and  NW  Indian  subcontinent. 

Caernarfon:  Great  Orme,  22nd  Oct.  (M.  Hughes) 

Apart  from  a  bird  at  Nine  Wells,  Pembroke  (Oct.  1995)  all  the  others  have  come  from  the  north. 
Holyhead  (Oct.  1985),Bardsey  (Oct.  1996),  Cemlyn  (July  -  Aug.  1998)  and  Llanbedrog  (Nov. 
2003). 

Woodchat  Shrike  (  67,  20,  2) 

Lanins  senator _ Cigvdd  Pengoch 

Breeds  from  France  and  northwest  Africa  east  to  Ukraine  and  southern  Iran.  Winters  in  Africa  south 
of  the  Sahara. 

Caernarfon:  female,  Great  Orme,  5th  May  (A.  Davies,  per  M. Hughes). 

Juv.,  Great  Orme,  1st-  10th  Oct.  (M.  Nesbit,  M.  Hughes). 

Two  from  the  same  site,  but  at  different  seasons,  the  latter  in  a  cracking  spell  which  included  Short¬ 
toed  Lark  and  Isabelline  Shrike.  Photo,  below  the  spring  female  at  the  Great  Orme  by  M.  Hughes. 


Rose-coloured  Starling  (  26,  48,  1) 

Stnrnns  rosens _ Drndwen  Wridog 

Breeds  from  Hungary  and  Balkans  east  to  Kazakhstan  and  southern  Iran.  Occasionally  erupts  west 
in  summer.  Winters  in  the  Indian  region. 

Carmarthen:  juv.  Kidweli,  probably  from  early  October  -  March  2007  (J.  Dribble, 
photo  D.  Moore). 
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Common  Rosefinch  (39,  59,  5) 

Carpodacus  eiythrinus _ Llinos  Goch 

Breeds  from  Germany  and  southern  Sweden  eastwards  to  Kamchatka  and  from  Georgia  eastwards 
to  central  China.  Has  bred  in  Britain  on  a  few  occasions.  Winters  in  India,  southeast  Asia  and 
southern  China. 

Pembroke:  male,  Skomer,  8  June  (J.  Brown). 

th 

Imm.  /  female,  Goodwick,  Fishguard,  30  June  (S.  Berry,  A.  Rogers). 
Caernarfon:  1st,  Bardsey,  2nd  Oct.  (D.  Wright). 

1st,  Bardsey,  10th  Oct.  and  another  15th  Oct.  (both  SD  Stansfield). 

Serin  (  14, 11,  2) 

Serums  serinus _ Llinos  Freeh 

Breeds  continental  Europe,  Turkey  and  northwest  Africa.  Winters  mainly  in  southern  Europe. 
Caernarfon:  Male,  Bardsey  6  June  (D.  Wright). 

1st  w.  Bardsey,  1st  Oct.  (SD  Stansfield). 

The  last  Welsh  record  came  from  this  island  in  2004,  but  two  in  one  year  at  one  site  is  a  record. 

Ortolan  Bunting  (  105,  47, 1) 

Emberiza  hortulana _ Bras  v  Gerddi 

Breeds  continental  Europe  and  Fenno-Scandia  eastwards  to  northern  Iran  and  Mongolia.  Winters 
south  Arabia  and  Sahel  zone  of  the  south  Sahara. 

Anglesey:  South  Stack,  24th  Sept.  (K.  Croft). 

Corn  Bunting  ( - ,  -  ,  1) 

Mil  aria  calandra _ Bras  vr  Yd 

Resident  SE  Britain  and  southern  Europe.  Population  declining. 

Gwent:  Dingestow,  22nd  Jan.  (SDS  Bosanquet). 

Flint:  one  male  singing  at  Bettisfield  in  spring  with  another  just  over  the  border  (RI  Thorpe). 

Black-headed  Bunting  ( 12 , 13,  1) 

Emberiza  melanocephala _ Bras  Penddu 

Breeds  from  Central  Italy  to  Greece.  Winters  in  central  and  western  India. 

Caernarfon:  male,  Bardsey,  2nd  June  (SD  Stansfield,  EJ  Bowler,  D.  Wright  et  al). 
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APPENDIX  I  -  List  of  records  that  were  deemed  NOT  PROVEN 


Many  of  the  records  were  not  accepted  because  the  Panel  were  not  convinced,  on  the  evidence 
before  us,  that  the  identification  was  fully  established.  Only  in  a  very  few  cases  were  the  Panel 
satisfied  that  a  mistake  had  been  made. 


Cory’s  Shearwater 

Harlech,  Meirionnydd 

19/8/06 

Cory’s  Shearwater 

Ramsey  Island,  Pembroke 

1/10/06 

Rough-legged  Buzzard 

Rhymney,  Glamorgan 

8/4/06 

Montagu’s  Harrier,  imm. 

Bardsey,  Caernarfon 

1/6/06 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

Llanwem,  Gwent 

1 8/8/06 

Caspian  Gull,  1st  w 

Bardsey,  Caernarfon 

16/3/01 

Caspian  Gull,  3rd  w 

Kenfig,  Glamorgan 

26-27/10/03 

Alpine  Swift 

Ken  fig,  Glamorgan 

29/11/06 

Red-rumped  Swallow 

Penllechwen,  Pemb 

30/4/06 

Aquatic  Warbler 

Llanwern,  Gwent 

1 8/8/06 

Crested  Tit 

Barmouth,  Meirionnydd 

17/5/06 

Northern  Bullfinch,  6 

Kenfig,  Glamorgan 

23/1/06 

Com  Bunting 

Tregaron,  Ceredigion 

August 

APPENDIX  II  -  List  of  records  that  have  been  PENDED  for  more  information  or  more  time. 


Bean  Goose,  fabalis 

Skomer,  Pembroke 

2/11/06 

American  Wigeon,  male 

Connah’s  Quay,  Flint 

31/3/06 

Cory’s  Shearwater 

Wylfa  Head,  Anglesey 

2/9/06 

Montagu’s  Harrier 

Fenn’s  &  Whixall  Moss,  Flint 

18/6-1/7/06 

Common  Redpoll 

Bardsey, Caernarfon 

3  on  1 1/5/06,  1  on  2/6/06 

1  on  1 1/7/06,  1  on  20/10/06 

Little  Bunting 

Skomer,  Pembroke 

14/10/06 

APPENDIX  III  -  List  of  records  that  have  not  been  submitted. 

An  incomprehensive  list,  of  birds  claimed  on  Birdline  or  to  county  recorders,  which  at  present  have 
not  been  substantiated  with  a  description.  If  anyone  has  information  on  any  of  these,  please  send  it 
direct  to  the  WRP  Secretary.  Thank  you. 


Rose-coloured  Starling 

Conwy  RSPB,  Caernarfon 

6-14/10/06 

Common  Redpoll 

4,  Saltney,  Flint 

28-29/1/06 

Arctic  Redpoll 

3,  Saltney,  Flint 

24/1/06 
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Caspian  Gulls  assessment  in  Wales. 

During  2006  the  Welsh  Records  Panel(WRP)  assessed  claims  of  Caspian  Gulls  from  Bardsey, 
Caernarfon  (lsl  winter  16lh  March  2001)  and  Kenfig,  Glamorgan  (3'd  winter  26th  October  to  3ul 
November  2003  ).  This  was  the  first  occasion  that  the  WRP  had  to  assess  claims  of  this  form  as 
previously  they  had  been  within  the  remit  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (BBRC). 

The  two  claims  submitted  to  the  WRP  were  received  from  very  experienced  observers,  and  in  the 
case  of  case  of  the  Kenfig  bird  from  observers  who  are  very  interested  in  gull  identification. 

Although  experience  of  the  variation  within  large  white-headed  gulls  is  very  important,  it  is  not 
considered  sensible  (as  with  any  claim  of  a  scarce  bird)  to  accept  claims  that  rely  solely  on  observer 
reputation,  or  claimed  extensive  experience  of  the  species/species  group.  The  supporting  evidence 
must  be  sufficient  in  its  own  right  -  the  observer  experience  and  reputation  just  adding  weight  to 
those  details.  BBRC  produced  guidelines  (see  below)  for  assessing  Caspian  gulls  and  the  WRP  used 
these  to  assess  the  claims: 

•  Birds  should  have  been  well  seen  and  watched  over  long  periods,  preferably  by  experienced 
observers  who  are  regular  gull  watchers,  familiar  with  their  local  'large  white-headed  gulls'  and 
with  'Western  Yellow-legged  Gull'  Larus  (cachinnans)  michahellis  and  'Northern  Herring  Gull' 
L.  argentatus  argentatus. 

•  Subtle  elements  of  size  and  structure  are  important  features,  as  with  other  large  gulls,  and  these 
are  best  appreciated  by  those  fully  familiar  with  variation  in  the  commoner  species.  Even  for 
experienced  observers  these  features  may  be  difficult  to  adequately  get  down  on  paper  though 
they  may  nonetheless  produce  a  distinctive  'feel'  to  the  bird. 

•  The  exact  stage  of  moult  should  be  noted. 

•  Records  of  birds  at  reservoir  roosts  are  likely  to  be  more  difficult  to  prove  as  the  full  range  of 
structural  and  bare  parts  features  are  rarely  apparent  under  such  circumstances.  These  are  subtle 
birds,  which  need  to  be  watched  at  close  range  if  possible! 

•  On  adults  it  must  be  clear  that  the  bird  is  fully  adult  (primary  patterns  of  sub-adults  are  not 
diagnostic).  The  precise  pattern  of  the  primaries  needs  to  be  clearly  established  including  that 
of  the  underside  of  plO.  This  may  be  difficult  to  observe,  even  in  bathing  and  preening  birds, 
but  can  be  captured  on  film  or  video. 

•  The  description  of  mantle  colour  of  adults  and  comparison  with  other  taxa  must  take  in  to 
consideration  the  effects  of  strong  light  and  the  angle  of  the  birds  in  relation  to  the  light  source 
and  the  observer. 

•  Adult  bill,  leg  eye  and,  ideally  eye-ring  (the  latter  usually  very  hard  to  see)  colours  should  be 
established 

•  On  adults  the  extent  and  nature  of  any  head  or  neck  streaking  must  be  accurately  described. 

•  If  the  bird  is  observed  long-calling  the  posture  adopted  should  be  noted  (this  can  also  give  a 
chance  to  observe  the  elusive  plO  pattern).  The  call  itself  should  be  noted. 

•  On  juveniles  and  first  winters  it  will  be  important  to  note  the  colour  of  the  head  and  body 
including  the  precise  pattern  and  distribution  of  any  streaking  or  barring;  the  pattern  of  the 
scapulars  (note  any  second  generation  feathers),  coverts  (paying  particular  attention  to  the 
greater  coverts)  and  tertials,  the  pattern  of  the  underwing  and  upperwing,  rump  and  tail  pattern. 

•  Other  ages,  from  first  summers  through  to  sub-adults,  are  the  most  problematic.  The  diagnostic 
plumage  features  shown  by  adults  (notably  the  precise  primary  pattern)  and  juveniles/first- 
winter  birds  can  not  be  used. 


Ill 


The  main  problem  in  record  assessment  of  this  form  remains  the  difficulty  for  observers  to 
convincingly  convey  some  of  the  more  subtle  structural  and  plumage  characters  in  writing  or 
drawings.  Although  the  WRP  considered  all  of  the  features  in  the  criteria  above  could  be  determined 
in  the  field  and  conveyed  by  detailed  description/drawings,  some  structural,  and  potentially  difficult 
plumage  features  (e.g.  exact  plO  pattern)  are  critical.  The  WRP  view  is  that  a  claim  of  the  first 
Caspian  Gull  for  Wales  should  be  supported  by  photographic  evidence  to  ensue  the  key  features, 
and  identification,  are  unequivocal.  This  in  line  with  the  BBRC  suggestion  that  acceptance  of 
county  firsts,  should  require  adequate  photographic  evidence. 

This  may  appear  a  hard-line  approach  but,  we  feel  that  it  is  justified  in  the  circumstances.  In  my 
time  on  BBRC  I  assessed  several  claims  of  Caspian  Gull  from  experienced  gull  watchers,  where  the 
submitted  description  and  drawings  strongly  suggested  a  correct  identification,  but  the 
accompanying  photos  showed  fairly  typical  argenteus  Herring  Gulls. 

With  the  rapid  increase  in  the  quality  of  digital  cameras  and  digi-scoping  evidence  that  is  provided 
for  many  scarce  bird  claims  in  Wales,  we  envisage  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  a  claim  of  Caspian 
Gull  is  supported  by  the  required  evidence.  However,  although  the  WRP  considers  it  likely  that 
Caspian  Gulls  are  occurring  (as  there  are  birds  reported  in  Ireland  and  in  the  North  West  of 
England)  we  are  aware  of  very  few  claims  of  possible,  and  even  fewer  probable,  Caspian  Gulls  in 
Wales.  These  two  recently  assessed  records  remain  the  only  claims  submitted  to  us. 

The  WRP  discussed  these  issues  at  length  and  felt  sympathy  for  the  observers  who  provided 
comprehensive  details  of  the  two  birds.  In  both  cases,  the  panel  felt  that  the  birds  had  probably  been 
correctly  identified,  but  the  evidence  supplied  (through  no  fault  of  the  observers)  did  not  contain 
photos  and  therefore  could  not  be  considered  acceptable. 

Reg  Thorpe 
Chairman,  Welsh  Records  Panel. 
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Stilt  Sandpiper  -  a  new  bird  for  Wales 


One  of  the  advantages  of  working  at  Conwy  RSPB  reserve  is  the  fact  that  some  of  the  best  birds  on 
the  reserve  are  visible  from  the  windows  of  the  Visitor  Centre.  In  the  past,  birds  like  Grey  and  Red 
Necked  Phalaropes,  Marsh  and  Baird’s  Sandpipers,  Avocet,  Temminck’s  Stint  and  Spotted  Crake 
have  been  seen  from  here.  On  Tuesday  1 1  July  I  had  had  very  little  opportunity  to  check  through 
the  high  tide  wader  and  gull  roost,  and  when  I  had  a  chance  just  before  the  end  of  work,  I  noticed 
that  in  amongst  the  Redshank  was  a  smaller  wader  which  through  binoculars  had  the  jizz  of  an 
oversized  Curlew  Sandpiper  -  strong  supercilium,  whitish  underparts,  pale  brownish  uppers,  long 
thin  (from  the  side)  slightly  decurved  bill  and  obviously  long  legs,  due  to  the  depth  of  water  in 
which  it  was  feeding.  Initial  thoughts  were  along  the  lines  of  Marsh  Sandpiper  or  Wilson’s 
Phalarope,  and  the  adrenaline  kicked  in  as  I  realised  that  it  was  something  unusual!  Quickly  running 
for  my  scope,  I  was  able  to  see  barring  on  the  flanks  which  extended  all  the  way  to  the  undertail  it 
was  a  Stilt  Sandpiper!  Doing  a  complete  headless  chicken  routine,  1  legged  it  to  the  bookshelves  to 
confirm  the  ID,  then  attempted  to  phone  the  news  out,  but  almost  broke  my  glasses  trying  to  get 
them  on  my  face  and  kept  mashing  the  key  pad  of  the  phone  due  to  a  combination  of  terrible  shakes, 
and  the  ridiculously  small  size  of  the  mobile.  There’s  not  much  that  comes  close  to  the  buzz  of 
finding  an  unusual  bird,  no  wonder  some  people  become  adrenaline  junkies  and  serial  rarity  finders! 


Photo.  D.  Pointon. 
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The  bird  showed  a  dark  cap  and  some  darker  colouration  on  the  ear  coverts  and  briefly  flew  a  few 
yards  revealing  a  white  rump,  and  when  it  emerged  from  the  water  it  revealed  pale  yellow-green 
legs.  From  face  on,  it  no  longer  resembled  a  Curlew  Sandpiper  as  it  had  quite  a  thick  bill  and  had 
the  “snouty”  jizz  of  a  very  small  dowitcher.  It  clearly  wasn’t  in  full  breeding  plumage  however, 
showing  only  traces  of  the  underpart  barring,  only  a  few  blackish-centred  feathers  on  the  mantle  and 
a  hint  of  rufous  on  the  ear  coverts  which  was  only  noticeablein  the  mornings  when  the  light  was 
better.  I  vaguely  recalled  seeing  a  photo  in  Birdwatch  a  few  years  ago  of  a  juvenile  bird  in  Ireland 
which  had  stuck  in  my  mind,  as  it  was  the  first  photo  of  a  non-breeding  plumaged  bird  I’d  seen  and 
was  strikingly  different  to  the  usual  shots  of  breeding  plumaged  birds. 

Finding  the  bird  just  before  closing  time  at  4.45pm,  there  was  no  question  of  closing  the  , centre,  and 
with  the  first  local  lads  arriving  within  minutes  we  stayed  open  until  9.30pm  allowing  about  130 
twitchers  from  as  far  as  Yorkshire  to  see  the  bird. 

The  following  day  Site  Manager  Alan  Davies  arrived  at  5am,  to  let  in  some  eager  birders  who’d 
slept  in  their  cars,  and  during  Wednesday  and  Thursday  about  500  birders  each  day  made  the 
journey,  helped  by  regular  updates  on  Birdline  and  the  ability  to  travel  for  the  bird  after  work.  Most 
birders  were  keen  to  leave  a  small  donation  towards  the  work  of  the  RSPB,  £88  pounds  being  raised, 
although  as  always  there  was  a  small  minority  who  weren’t  inclined!  The  bird  would  disappear  from 
view  behind  stands  of  reed  at  times,  but  gave  good  views  eventually  -  patience  was  required  in  the 
somewhat  cramped  confines  of  the  visitor  centre.  Photos  of  the  bird  were  quickly  being  produced 
and  posted  on  the  internet,  although  one  or  two  appeared  to  be  of  birds  in  breeding  plumage!  Sadly 
the  bird  didn’t  stay  until  the  weekend,  being  last  seen  on  the  Thursday  evening. 

M.  Duckham. 
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Blythes  Reed  Warbler  on  Bardsey  -  a  new  bird  for  Wales 

A  small  but  varied  arrival  of  birds  on  13  October  had  produced  by  lunchtime,  three  Firecrests,  a 
Yellowhammer  and  a  Richard’s  Pipit  amongst  the  commoner  migrants.  At  about  noon  I  decided  to 
go  to  the  south  end  of  the  island  to  have  a  look  for  the  Richard’s  Pipit  which  would  have  been  a  year 
tick  for  me.  Emma  Bowler  and  Rhys  Dandy  accompanied  me  as  we  walked  west  towards  the  withy 
beds.  As  I  approached  Cristin  Withy  I  heard  a  ‘tacking’  call  coming  from  the  withy.  By  now  Rhys, 
Emma  and  I  had  split  up  so  I  stood  and  tried  to  locate  the  bird.  The  bird  was  constantly  calling  and 
easily  located  as  it  began  ‘fly  catching’  from  the  top  of  the  willows  in  the  manner  usually  seen  by 
Phylloscopus  warblers  and  flycatchers;  flying  out  of  cover  and  catching  it’s  prey  and  returning  to 
the  canopy.  When  the  bird  landed  I  was  surprised  to  see  it  was  an  Acrocephalus  warbler.  The  bird 
dropped  out  of  sight  leaving  alarm  bells  ringing  in  my  head.  My  thoughts  immediately  rushed  me 
back  to  the  last  Aero  I  found  and  heard  calling  in  autumn  on  North  Ronaldsay  and  when  trapped 
proved  to  be  a  Blyth’s  Reed  Warbler.  I  called  over  Emma  and  Rhys  and  told  them  they  should  try 
and  see  this  bird,  but  not  telling  them  of  my  suspicions.  I  just  told  them  to  look  for  primary 
projection,  mantle  and  rump  tone  and  face  pattern.  Unfortunately  over  the  next  five  minutes  both 
Emma  and  Rhys  saw  the  bird  quite  well  at  close  range,  but  I  was  always  the  wrong  side  of  the 
bushes  and  could  not  contribute  more  to  the  discussion  going  on  about  the  colouration  of  the  bird. 

Eventually  I  did  see  the  bird  well  out  in  the  open  at  a  range  of  about  12  metres.  The  bird  showed  an 
almost  uniform  cold  greyish-olive  mantle  and  rump,  with  no  contrast  and  a  lack  of  warm  tones 
generally  associated  with  Reed  Warbler.  Its  flanks  were  very  pale,  again  lacking  any  warmth  and  the 
whole  bird  looked  cold  and  almost  monochrome  compared  with  a  fresh,  warm  first-winter  Reed 
Warbler.  The  tertials  were  lacking  any  fringing  colour  and  being  uniform  and  similar  in  tone  to  the 
mantle,  lacking  the  dark  centres  of  Reed  Warbler.  I  also  saw  several  times  what  looked  like  a  short 
primary  projection,  though  I  could  not  be  100%  certain  of  this  as  the  bird  was  constantly  flicking 
about  in  the  trees  though  the  closed  wing  appeared  rather  blunt.  The  most  dominant  feature  of  the 
bird  though  was  its  face  pattern;  striking  pale  lores  and  pale  suprloral  bulge  between  the  eye  and  the 
bill.  The  bird  regularly  adopted  the  oft  mentioned  ‘banana  posture'  which,  I  must  admit  I  thought 
until  seeing  this  bird  do  it,  it  was  a  little  on  the  hopeful  side  to  be  used  as  an  ID  feature!  I  had  seen 
photographs  in  the  ‘birding  press’  captioned  with  “bird  in  typical  banana  pose"  and  such  like  and 
thought  that  if  you  watch  any  bird  long  enough  it  will  lift  it’s  head  and  cock  it’s  tail  simultaneously. 
However,  this  bird  did  this  on  many  occasions,  far  too  many  for  it  to  be  coincidental.  At  times  the 
birds  pose  looked  identical  to  the  photograph  I  remember  by  Steve  Votier  of  one  of  the  spring  birds 
on  Fair  Isle,  keeping  it’s  belly  down,  and  its  tail  and  head  at  about  40°  to  the  body.  By  now  I  was 
sure  the  bird  had  to  be  a  Blyth’s  Reed  Warbler  and  I  instructed  Rhys  to  move  from  the  nearby  mist 
nets  so  we  could  trap  the  bird.  At  no  time  whilst  watching  the  bird  did  Marsh  Warbler  really  enter 
the  identification  equation,  as  the  bird  first  of  all  did  not  look  like  a  Marsh  Warbler.  It  lacked  the 
camel  coloured  under  parts  and  white  throat  which  Marsh  Warblers  tend  to  have  in  autumn  and  had 
no  pale  fringes  to  the  primaries.  The  legs  were  not  the  pale  straw  coloured  of  Marsh,  the  primaries, 
though  not  obviously  short  were  not  overly  long  like  Marsh  Warbler.  The  only  similarity  between 
the  bird  in  front  of  me  and  Marsh  Warbler  was  the  uniformity  of  the  upper  parts  and  the  lack  of  any 
warm  rufous  tones  in  the  plumage. 

After  a  short  time  bird  moved  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  withy  giving  excellent  views,  however  this 
was  not  helping  me  be  100%  that  I  had  identified  the  bird  correctly  so  I  slowly  moved  the  bird  back 
towards  the  net.  As  I  approached  the  bird  it  began  to  climb  higher  in  the  trees  so  I  backed  off  and 
watched  it  for  a  few  more  minutes  as  it  continued  its  aerial  assault  on  the  insects  flying  over  the 
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canopy,  still  calling  its  ‘tchuk’  occasionally.  Eventually  I  moved  to  towards  the  mist  net  and  began 
to  ‘pish’  loudly,  the  bird  dropped  from  the  higher  levels  of  the  willows  and  began  to  move  through 
the  withy  towards  the  net.  Within  a  few  seconds  the  bird  was  trapped.  I  extracted  the  bird  and  told 
Rhys  to  close  the  net  whilst  I  went  to  the  ringing  site  to  process  the  bird.  Before  I  placed  the  bird  in 
the  bag  I  quickly  opened  it’s  and  checked  the  formula.  Seeing  clear  emarginations  on  primaries 
three  and  four  with  a  slight  one  on  the  tip  of  primary  five  left  me  with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction, 
knowing  that,  yes  they  can  be  done  in  the  field  but  a  net  is  always  a  good  confirmation  tool! 

The  bird  was  then  processed  whilst  Rhys  went  to  fetch  my  camera  from  the  Observatory  and  alert 
Simon  Hughston  Roberts.  After  the  bird  was  photographed  it  was  released  back  into  Cristin  Withy 
where  it  showed  briefly  before  disappearing.  The  bird  was  not  present  the  following  day,  however 
two  Eurasian  Reed  Warblers  were  present  on  the  island  and  both  were  identified  as  such  very  easily, 
being  much  more  rufous  and  bright,  longer  winged  and  lacking  the  face  pattern  of  the  Blyth’s  Reed 
Warbler.  One  of  the  Reed  Warblers  was  trapped  so  we  could  compare  the  notes  of  the  bird  from  the 
previous  day  with  it.  (Unfortunately  after  a  PC  hard  drive  crash,  when  not  only  all  my  descriptions 
for  2001  were  lost  all  the  photographs  of  this  bird  and  others  were  lost!) 

The  Following  description  is  based  on  the  notes  of  the  bird  in  the  hand  as  most  of  the  field  features 
seen  and  used  initially  identify  the  bird  are  mentioned  in  brief  notes  above. 

Biometrics  and  Wing  Formula 
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Typical  Acrocephalus  shape  (large  billed  warbler  with  relatively  short  wings  and  ling  tail). 

The  overall  colouration  was  much  colder  and  lacking  any  warm  tones  associated  with  Reed 
Warbler.  The  main  features  of  the  bird  in  the  hand  were  the  pale  supercilium/loral  area.  The  lores 
were  pale  creamy  white  as  was  the  short  supercillium. 

Shape  and  size.  Typical  aero  in  shape  with  slightly  more  of  a  hippolais  look  about  the  head  than 
Reed  Warbler.  Size  similar  to  Reed  Warbler  though  the  wings  were  noticeably  shorter  with  less  of  a 
primary  extension  beyond  the  tertials. 
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Plumage  details.  In  the  field  the  bird  looked  a  cold  greyish  olive  green  colour  with  no  or  very  little 
contrast  in  tone  anywhere  on  the  whole  of  the  upper  parts.  The  Crown,  nape  and  mantle  and  rump 
were  all  concolourous  with  no  change  in  tone.  There  was  a  slight  difference  in  tone  in  the  lower 
back  but  this  was  only  apparent  in  the  hand  when  the  bird  was  in  shaded  light.  The  scapulars,  wing 
coverts  and  tertials  were  all  the  same  tone  as  the  mantle  and  all  seamed  to  blend  softly  into  a  single 
tone  of  greyish  olive  lacking  any  dark  centres  shown  in  Reed  and  Marsh  Warblers.  The  tertials 
especially  lacked  any  obvious  darker  centres  and  paler  fringing  shown  in  Reed  and  Marsh.  The 
fringing  to  the  secondaries  and  primaries  was  very  diffuse  especially  on  the  opened  wing  in  the 
hand,  though  the  edges  of  the  remiges  were  slightly  paler  than  the  centres.  The  fringing  on  the 
greater  covers  blended  from  the  slightly  darker  centres  and  bases  of  each  feather  and  on  the  closed 
wing  looked  soft  and  smoky  contrasting  very  slightly  with  the  slightly  darker  primary  coverts.  The 
lower  back,  rump  and  upper  tail  coverts  were  all  uniform  and  no  warmer  than  the  mantle.  The  Reed 
Warbler  trapped  the  following  day  showed  a  very  warm  tone  to  the  rump  and  upper  tail  coverts 
which  contrasted  markedly  with  a  warm  reddish  brown  mantle  and  dark  centred  tertials.  The  under 
parts  of  the  bird  were  a  diffuse  greyish  white  colour  lacking  any  warm  buff  tone  usually  associated 
with  Reed  Warbler.  On  more  than  one  occasion  the  under  parts  of  the  bird  reminded  me  more  of 
Olivacious  Warbler  in  colouration  than  of  Reed  Warbler. 

Blyth’s  Reed  Warblers  are  a  scarce  bird  in  the  UK.  and  only  72  have  been  recorded  up  to  the  end  of 
2005  and  this  represents  the  first  record  for  Wales. 

Steve  Stansfield 


! 
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WRITING  DESCRIPTIONS 


This  is  not  an  attempt  to  teach  “grandma  to  suck  eggs1'  but  concern  has  been  raised  by  several 
county  recorders  that  many  observers  are  now  unsure  about  how  to  write  descriptions  and  what  level 
of  detail  to  include.  As  a  result  of  this  they  are  unwilling  to  submit  records.  The  majority  of  records 
that  are  not  accepted  are  deemed  UNPROVEN  solely  down  to  the  poor  quality  of  a  submission 
rather  than  the  WRP  feeling  that  a  mis-identification  occurred.  This  short  article  hopefully  will  quell 
these  fears  and  perhaps  encourage  more  “finders”  to  submit  their  observations. 

Recently  there  has  been  the  view  that  descriptions  must  be  long-winded  affairs,  detailing  each  and 
every  feather  (the  so  called  “New  Approach”),  and  showing  off  to  adjudicators  that  the  observer 
knew  his  or  her  way  round  the  various  feathers  of  a  bird  -  “got  to  mention  the  tertials!”  This  is  far 
from  the  truth.  Yes,  with  difficult  and  awkward  species  detailed  notes  of  feather  patterning  and 
moult  are  necessary  but  for  the  majority  of  scarce  and  rare  birds  in  Wales  this  is  not  the  case. 

With  so  many  birders  now  carrying  digital  cameras  and  the  use  of  digiscoping,  very  few  details  are 
needed  along  with  the  image,  or  series  of  images:  date,  observer,  finder,  site  and  a  brief  overv  iew  of 
the  record.  Two  additional  items  are  really  useful  -  the  first  confirmation  that  the  bird  photographed 
is  the  actual  bird  seen  and  secondly  (most  important  for  very  rare  species)  photos  of  the  area  in 
which  the  bird  was  seen  (preferably  allowing  the  bird  to  be  put  into  a  site  context).  It  is  important 
however  to  send  in  the  original  shots  along  with  those  which  have  been  enhanced  (lightened, 
cropped  and  curved  ONLY)  by  programs  such  as  Photoshop.  Panel  member’s  (BBRC  &  WRP) 
should  be  able  to  view  the  photographic  digital  details  (such  as  date,  camera  etc)  which  accompany 
all  digital  photographs,  just  to  collaborate  the  details  submitted. 

Species:  Pallas’  Warbler 
Date:  21/10/06 
Place:  Middleton,  Gower. 

Photographer:  N.  Fairney. 

Finder:  D.  Davidson. 

Overview:  seen  by  many  others  including 
Phil  Bristow  and  Barry  Stewart. 


Where  there  are  no  such  images,  then  obviously  more  information  is  needed.  Every  year  WRP 
receives  some  excellent  sketches  (excellent  in  terms  of  conveying  information  rather  than  artistic 
merit!),  each  annotated  with  the  required  details,  allowing  the  adjudicating  panel  to  easily  visualise 
the  bird  in  question.  Below  are  two  examples  from  2006,  the  first  a  sketch  of  a  Serin  which 
accompanied  notes  by  David  Wright,  on  Bardsey. 
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Then  there  are  the  times  when  it  has  to  be  down  to  paper  and  pen  -  or  more  often  these  days 
computer  and  e-mail.  But  what  should  be  included  ?  Well  there  are  the  basics  of  course;  date,  site, 
observer,  finder,  other  observers,  distance  to  bird.  Optics  used,  and  weather  conditions. 
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Other  things  to  add  at  the  start  are: 

•  Familiarity  of  the  observer  with  the  species:  this  gives  the  panel  an  idea  of  the  experience 
of  the  observer. 

•  Familiarity  of  similar  species:  giving  the  panel  an  idea  that  the  observer  knows  what  else 
it  could  have  been. 

•  Other  species  nearby:  allowing  comparison,  of  size,  colouration  etc. 


This  should  then  be  followed  by  a  short  paragraph  about  the  circumstances  of  the  observ  ation  and 
finally  the  description  of  WHAT  THE  OBSERVER  HAS  SEEN,  NOT  WHAT  HE  /  SHE  SHOULD 
HAVE  SEEN ! 

This  last  point  is  very  important,  as  we  all  know  that  in  most  circumstances  an  observer  isn’t  going 
to  get  everything  on  a  bird,  particularly  if  it  is  a  fly-by.  There  have  been  instances  in  the  past  where 
extra  bits  have  been  added  in  to  the  description  to  beef-it-up  shall  we  say,  which  couldn’t  possibly 
have  been  noted  in  the  few  seconds  the  bird  was  seen  -  this  approach  can  undermine  a  record  rather 
than  support  it . 

In  general  start  with  a  brief  overview  -  what  type  of  bird  is  it  and  why  -  if  it  was  a  shrike  say  it  was 
and  then  add  a  brief  note  of  why  (e.g.  typical  shrike  -  large  headed,  stubby  hooked  bill,  upright 
stance  and  long  tail  perching  on  top  of  bushes  and  dropping  to  the  ground  to  feed) 

Then  describe  the  plumage  -  start  at  one  end,  go  to  the  other,  and  then  add  detail  of  upper  and 
underwing  and  tail  before  noting  bare  parts.  Obviously,  as  already  stated,  the  level  of  detail  will 
depend  on  how  difficult  species  is  to  identify  -  a  salient  greenish  warbler  will  require  a  detailed 
description  of  facial  pattern,  bare  parts  and  wings  whereas  a  calling  fly-over  woodlark  will  require 
only  notes  on  shape  and  the  call  from  somebody  familiar  with  the  species. 

It  is  also  useful  to  briefly  describe  WHY  you  thought  it  was  the  species  claimed  if  it  is  a  difficult 
identification  and  HOW  similar  species  dismissed.  These  last  two  points  are  particularly  important 
when  claiming  records  of  species  that  are  easily  confused.  In  Wales  two  species  that  come  to  mind 
are  Rough-legged  Buzzard  and  Montagu’s  Harrier.  Over  the  last  15  years  there  have  been  many 
unproven  claims  of  both  species,  in  part  down  to  inadequate  descriptions,  but  also  partly  that  the 
observers  failed  to  convey  that  they  were  fully  aware  of  the  variation  in  common  buzzard  or  the 
complexities  of  ringtail  harrier  identification  respectively. 

Finally  there  should  be  a  comment  as  to  whether  the  observer  is  100%  confident  in  the 
identification. 
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WELSH  BIRDS 


'Welsh  Birds'  is  the  journal  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  and  is  published  twice 
annually,  in  June  and  December.  The  December  issue  is  primarily  devoted  to  the  Welsh 
Bird  Report  and  the  annual  Report  on  Bird  Monitoring  in  Wales.  The  Ringing  Report  is 
now  a  standard  feature  of  the  June  issue. 

Papers  for  Welsh  Birds  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspect  of  Welsh 
Ornithology.  The  Society  is  anxious  that  the  journal  should  accurately  reflect  present 
ornithological  activity  in  Wales.  Thus  we  hope  that  all  workers,  professional  or  amateur, 
with  results  of  bird  studies  in  Wales,  will  always  consider  publishing  information  about 
these  here.  All  papers  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Editor  and  an  independent  referee. 
Authors  should  follow  the  format  of  papers  published  in  the  journal  and  guidelines  for 
authors  have  been  drawn  up  and  are  available  from  the  Editor  (address  inside  front 
cover).  Papers  are  accepted  and  published  in  either  Welsh  or  English.  Papers  in  Welsh 
should  be  supplied  with  captions  to  tables  and  figures  in  both  Welsh  and  English  and 
with  an  English  summary.  This  follows  standard  international  practice. 

Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales  are  also 
welcome.  An  accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes  should  be  short 
and  succinct,  ideally  of  not  more  than  half  a  page  in  length.  Notes  may  also  be  submitted 
in  either  Welsh  or  English. 
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